
New Zealand's Beef Situation 
   

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004(f) 
(1,000 tons; Carcass Weight Equivalent (CWE))       
Beginning Stocks  75 67 53 27 0 0 0 
Production  620 558 580 609 589 665 660 
Imports  9 9 14 15 21 14 11 
Exports  509 462 505 516 505 578 560 
Consumption  128 119 113 135 105 101 111 
Ending Stocks  67 53 27 0 0 0 0 
 
 
 

 
Even with possible export growth opportunities due to BSE in the United States and Canada, 
exports are anticipated to fall 3 percent in 2004 to 560,000 tons.  The New Zealand dollar has 
grown stronger, and returns to producers are falling.  The United States, which takes half of New 
Zealand’s beef exports, shows no weakening demand for New Zealand’s frozen beef, particularly 
as U.S. cow slaughter is expected to decline.  New Zealand’s beef production is forecast to show 
about a 1 percent decline in 2004 due to declining slaughter rates as dairy calves are retained for 
beef production. 
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New Zealand’s Export to the United States and Other 
Smaller Markets Grew by 14 Percent in 2003
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Fresh/Chilled
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Australia 2,213 2,400 2,057 1,141 935 783 420 159 602
Bahrain 51 69 97 17 119 147 233 227 257
Canada 643 722 1,850 2,493 2,042 2,895 4,067 3,322 2,980
Chile 0 0 0 889 215 53 57 15 0
EU-15 83 273 415 641 401 589 502 325 226
Faroe Islands 0 0 0 42 123 185 213 99 202
Hong Kong 642 583 818 785 800 881 701 675 740
Indonesia 147 84 66 10 6 13 27 11 239
Japan 8,588 7,277 7,064 5,922 3,931 3,988 4,020 2,688 3,248
Kuwait 0 16 4 27 4 11 218 270 355
Malaysia 249 241 215 94 158 215 237 274 228
Pacific Islands 1,723 1,642 1,533 1,879 2,256 2,252 2,436 2,545 0
Philippines 0 0 1 198 52 8 0 0 0
Qatar 0 11 13 5 33 36 100 124 214
Rep.of Korea 674 64 164 28 58 54 23 115 357
Russia 0 220 1 172 0 0 0 0 0
Saudi Arabia 1 0 12 184 24 1 283 22 72
Taiwan 105 99 33 632 1,416 1,245 607 1,070 2,195
UAE 4 28 52 74 137 272 931 1,203 823
United States 178 74 1,287 4,788 3,610 4,021 4,863 4,794 5,466
Other 911 694 785 783 829 895 962 1,484 4,295
Total 16,212 14,497 16,467 20,804 17,149 18,544 20,900 19,422 22,499

Frozen
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Algeria 0 0 0 101 622 676 401 86 60
Australia 915 1,348 1,191 248 346 214 263 728 1,118
Barbados 377 710 483 582 763 953 583 838 841
Bermuda 475 298 374 138 322 295 285 246 262
Bulgaria 86 652 284 1,567 37 0 0 0 0
Canada 42,943 46,153 35,848 25,468 22,922 18,272 45,311 39,714 39,917
Chile 17 0 0 634 63 0 17 0 0
China 36 141 84 79 58 199 270 783 1,187
Cyprus 49 95 65 68 185 182 308 340 330
Egypt 0 460 166 281 233 184 111 15 2
EU-15 6,208 9,814 9,200 11,744 3,820 2,459 2,008 1,532 1,095
Hong Kong 5,945 5,754 5,671 6,681 3,699 3,873 3,514 2,776 2,374
Hungary 0 454 148 1,089 75 36 0 0 19
Indonesia 4,773 6,640 7,722 499 1,486 3,556 3,527 4,292 9,137
Jamaica 19 30 384 402 92 154 2 15 50
Japan 19,669 19,345 15,911 13,463 11,491 10,864 13,122 8,874 16,941
Jordan 2 91 159 1,080 70 26 257 271 174
Libya 0 301 558 63 16 59 129 13 261
Malaysia 3,811 6,005 6,042 3,488 4,513 6,230 5,446 5,645 7,053
Malta & Gozo 82 905 244 463 430 378 776 909 952
Mexico 259 159 363 1,014 958 2,228 6,509 2,950 6,877
Morocco 0 3,054 2,149 15 48 112 0 53 0
Norway 268 550 550 510 716 871 737 531 373
Pacific Islands 1,999 3,953 5,340 5,199 4,875 4,776 6,731 7,628 0
Papua New Guinea 760 612 929 1,921 498 608 873 0 1,172
Philippines 1,829 2,675 6,835 4,149 2,511 2,812 3,715 981 2,260
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Russia 989 2,906 1,950 4,587 125 11 269 4 39
Saudi Arabia 0 514 302 605 539 432 498 93 90
Singapore 3,957 4,364 4,226 4,668 3,501 2,260 1,898 1,398 1,617
South Africa 107 337 88 613 331 279 677 130 243
South Korea 28,879 23,772 11,814 3,821 7,993 9,883 11,128 18,104 27,052
Taiwan 13,974 12,873 14,346 10,344 13,650 10,785 11,724 14,282 20,875
Thailand 290 153 304 343 80 246 218 241 341
Trinidad & Tobago 569 1,490 1,470 938 1,054 707 971 1,320 1,537
UAE 1 5 6 162 68 100 346 191 107
United States 190,548 170,438 199,342 206,561 195,922 220,629 186,386 203,088 220,779
Other 727 1,649 509 1,761 534 659 9,622 776 8,654
Total 330,563 328,700 335,057 315,349 284,646 306,008 318,632 318,847 373,789

Processed
Destination 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Australia 314 329 180 282 139 1,044 1,063 1,299 1,524
Indonesia 734 783 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Japan 4,785 5,447 4,235 4,766 6,195 13,535 14,847 8,639 1,949
South Korea 0 88 453 170 772 1,307 1,556 1,612 1,308
United States 339 321 77 8 0 0 0 0 2,068
Others 1,236 878 462 571 437 989 1,455 2,149 1,785
Total 7,408 7,846 5,407 5,797 7,543 16,875 18,921 13,699 8,636

Grand Total 354,183 351,043 356,931 341,950 309,338 341,427 358,453 351,968 404,924

Share to U.S. 54% 49% 56% 62% 65% 66% 53% 59% 56%

Source:  New Zealand Customs.
Note: All data are reported in Product Weight


